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Converting Cropland to Forest and Grassland and Sustainable Development in Hanzhong City
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Abstract: According to soil and water erosion situation in Hanzhong City, four key areas were selected to carrying

out the project of converting corpland to forest and grass land on the principle of eco-priority and integrated manage-

ment. Through conducting the project, the vegetation is increased, soil erosion is hamessed, ecological environ-

ment is improved. Although the total grain output decreased due to the implementation of the project, grain safety

has not been endangered in this region. The total output value of agriculture increased. However, due to the change

of land use structure and adjustment of agricultural structure promoted by the implementation of the project. Sus-

tainable development of ecology, economy and society has been achieved from the project in Hanzhong.
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Table I  The area of controlling of soil erosion and converting cropland
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Table 3  The area of land use type in Hanzhong in 1997 and 2003
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