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Current Situations and Development Trend of the Expansion of Cork

MA Zhao-liang., LEI Ya-fang™ ., ZHAO Jing-feng
(College of Mechanical and Electronic Engineering » Northwest A&F University , Yangling s Shaanzi 712100, China)

Abstract: Cork is a natural product with unique properties, with wide applications. This paper introduced current

technique of soften and expansion of raw cork at home and aboard, the property changes in soften and expansion

process, and discussed its development trend. Through the comparative analysis, thermal-chemical expansion un-

der pressure is a better method, cork can be expanded to 70% ~220% of initial volume with decreased density in-

creased elasticity and flexibility. It will not be carbonized, nor lose its original natural colour and luster, so it is a

development trend in producing high quality cork products.
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