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Techniques and Principles of Log Cuttings of Furniture Makers in Ming and Qing Dynasties
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Abstract; Based on the information obtained from interviewing traditional hardwood furniture makers and

the investigation of practical furniture production, techniques and principles of log cuttings of furniture

makers in Ming and Qing dynasties were summarized from five aspects: preparation of planks from wood

logs,line drawing on the planks,sawing, polishing,and final selection of materials. The purpose of this pa-

per was to provide references for the inheritance of national intangible cultural heritages, such as " Ming

style furniture production technique" and "hardwood furniture making techniques in Beijing" ,as well as for

the modern furniture production.
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Fig.1 Indian lobular rosewood logs
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Fig. 2 Drawing lines on the “back”of

a bent log for plank preparation
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Fig. 3 Drawing lines on the “side”of

a bent log for plank preparation
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Table 1 List of the dimensions and the number

of the components of a stool mm
2R K i J& Kt
T 420 70 34 2
sk 420 70 34 2

T A 4 295 290 10 1
i 360 30 25 1
i 486 45 45 4
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F 4% 297 32.5 12.5 4
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Fig.4 Names of the components of a stool
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