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Abstract : Based on "The Map of Vegetation Types of Shanxi Province (1 : 500 000)" and "The Topograph-
ic Map of Shanxi Province (1 : 500 000)", the data-bases of vegetation patches were established through
the vectorization of the maps with the MAPGIS technique. The vegetation landscape patterns in Shanxi
plateau were analyzed by using 9 landscape indices. The results were as follows. 1) The farmland accounted
for 55.05% of the total vegetation area. Within the 118 formations, corn-dominated crop formation occu-
pied the leading place,accounting for 44. 00% of the total area of vegetation,followed by cotton & wheat-
dominated formation, accounting for 8. 44 %, and Bothriochlloa ischaemum formation, accounting for 5.
17%. 2) The vegetation distribution exhibited obvious latitudinal zonality: the temperate grassland was in
the North of the Hengshan Mountain, and the warm deciduous broad-leaved forest in the South of the
mountain. 3) Landscape dominant index clearly indicated the zonal characters of vegetation types in Shanxi
plateau: the scrub vegetation was the dominant element,followed by warm conifer forest,and the shrubby
grasslands.
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Table 1 Classification of vegetation landscape in Shanxi Province
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Fig. 1 Map of vegetation types of Shanxi Province
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Table 2 Types of vegetation landscape and their characteristics
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Table 4 Landscape diversity of 24 vegetation types
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