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Flora and Ecological Habits of Wild Vines in the Ailao Mountains
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Abstract: The Ailao Mountains, located in south-central Yunnan, China is one of the key areas for biodi-
versity research. According to our field investigation and specimens gathering and identification, there are
341 species (including varieties) of seed vines belonging to 139 genera in 60 families, which accounts for
13.93%,14.54% and 30.15% of the whole plant flora in the studied area, respectively. Based on the anal-
ysis on species composition and geographical components and comparison with neighboring areas, it is sug-
gested that the flora of wild vines in the studied area has a characteristic of enriched species, ancient origi-
nation, complex geographic components, and transitional properties. Specific geographic environments
breed enriched wild vines with diverse ecological habits in terms of life forms and climbing types, which are
dominated by phanerophytes and stem twiners, respectively. With the comparison of similarity coefficient
at family, genera and species levels, the vine flora in the Ailao Mountains has the most closely relationship
with that of the Wuliang Mountains.
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Table 1 Family analysis of vines according to the number of species in the Ailao Mountains

) s " i
FHEL HAr /% J& & HAaH/ % Fh &k HAaH/ %
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Table 2 The areal-types and subtypes of families and genera of vines in the Ailao Mountains
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Fig. 1 Life form spectrum of vines in the Ailao Mountains
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Fig. 2 Climbing types of vines in the Ailao Mountains
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Table 3 Similarity comparison of vines at family, genus and species levels between the Ailao Mountains and neighboring regions
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