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Ecological Health Research on Grain for Green Project
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Abstract: After 15 years of the implementation of the project of returning farmlands to forests and grass
lands (grain for green project) , forests have been formed by the trees planted in the frame work of the pro-
ject. To this phase, issues of ecological health start to appear. New attempts were made to introduce the
concept of ecosystem health to the project both theoretically and practically. At present, there is no an op-
erational definition on the ecological system health due to the lack of the research in this field, and thus no
systematic research system has been formed. Especially in China the studies just begin and need to investi-
gate and get more information. Based on the present situations of grain for green project, this paper intro-
duced the concept of ecological health of grain for green project. The history of the development of the
concept was reviewed. The paper tried to establish diagnostic indications for the assessment of the ecologi-
cal health of the project. Some suggestions were given on the promotion of vegetation restoration. Finally,
the paper analyzed the developing trends of the researches on the ecological health of the project.
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