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Abstract ; L ycium ruthenicum is a unique medicinal material in the northwestern China. It contains the high-
est content of anthocyanin. To understand more about the biosynthesis mechanism of anthocyanin,in the
present research,seven key genes associated with anthocyanin biosynthesis in L. ruthenicum were identified
using transcriptome sequencing. The genes including chalconesynthase, chalconeisomerase, clavonone-3-
hydroxylase, flavonoid-3'-hydroxylase,flavonone-3'5'-hydroxylase , dihydvroflavonol-4-reductase and antho-
cyanidin synthase,and their bioinformatics in nucleotide sequences,amino acid sequences and their protein
(enzyme) structures were characterized. Then the full lengths of the seven key genes were amplified by
PCR according to the transcript assembly sequences,and were verified by sequencing. The research would
provide a basis for genetic improvement of L. ruthenicum and the utilization of the genes involved in antho-
cyanin biosynthesis.
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Table 1 Primer pairs for PCR amplification of the key genes

associated with anthocyanin biosynthesis in L. ruthenicum

51414 SIFEG >3 K& (bp)
LrCHS-S TATCACTAGACACCTAAAAGAACCCTA 1670
LrCHS-A TCAAACCCACAGTAGAAGACCAA

LrCHI-S GTTTGTAGGGCATAGAGGTTTGG 507
LrCHI-A ACCCGTCAAGGGCAAGATCATAG

LrF3H-S GGGGACCAAATCTTCCCTTCATT 1531
LrF3H-A TTGGACAAACGGTTGGCACTTTA o
LiF3'H-S AACTTTTCCTTCTTACATTATACAC 2068
LiF3'H-A CAGCAAATACAGACAATACTCAAT

LrF3'5'H-S  CCGGGGAATAGTATTAAACGATA 1 949
LiF3'5'H-A ATAGATCAAAGGTCTAAGGCAAG o
LrDFR-S GGGGATCTTGTTGTTATTTAGTC 1515
LtDFR-A AGGCAAGCTCGCCTCTTTATTTT

LrANS-S ACGGAAAACCAATTTTGCCATCC 1 597
LrANS-A GGGGCTTCATATTTCTTGTTTCTTCAA ’
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Table 2 Key genes associated with anthocyanin biosynthesis in L. ruthenicum
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TGTGACTACCAGCTAGCTAAGCTTCTTGGGCTTCGCCCATCAGT CAAGCGGCT CATGATGTACCAACAAGGGTGCTTTGCCGGAGGGACA
CDYQLAKLLGLRPSVEKRLMMYZGQQGCTFAGGT 169
GTACTCCGGCTAGCCAAGGATTTGGCTGAGAACAACAAGGGCGCTCGAGTCCTTGT TGT TTGCTCTGAGATCACTGCGGTCACGTTCCGT
M. A K DLAENNIEKGARVYLVYVCSETITAVYVYTFEFTR 199
GGCCCCAGTGAATCTCACTTGGATAGTTTGGT TGGTCAGGCCCT TTTTGGTGA TGGGGCAGCCGCAATCAT TATGGGCTCAGACCCAATT
GPSESHLDSLVYGAQALTFOGDOGAAAITIMGS ST DZPTI 229
CCAGGGGTCGAAAGGCCTTTGTTTGAGCT TGTCTCTGCAGCCCAAACTCTACTCCCTGATAGTGAAGGTGCTATCGATGGTCACCTTCGT
PGVERPLFELVYVYSAAQTLLPDSEGATIDGHTLR 289
GAGGTTGGACTTACATTTCACTTGCTCAAGGATGTTCCTGGGCTGATCTCGAAAAACATCGAGAAGAGCCT TGTGGAAGCATTCCAGCCT
EVGGLTFHLLIEKDYVPGLTISIKNTIETZ KSLVEA ATFTOQP 28
CTGGGCATTTCTGATTGGAACTCTTTATTTTGGATCGCTCACCCAGGTGGGCCTGCGATTTTGGACCAAGT TGAATTAAAGTTGGCCCTA
LGISDWNSLTFWIAHPGGPATILDA QVETLTEKTLATL 319
AAACCGGAGAAACTTAGGGCCACAAGGGATGTGTTGAGTAACTATGGGAATATGTCAAGTGCATGTGTGTTGTTTATTTTGGATGAAATG
KPEEKLRATRDVYLSNYGNMSSACVYLTFTILTDEMB349
AGAAAGGCCTCTGCAAAAGAAGGCTTAGGAACTACTGGTGAAGGGCTCGAATGGGGTGTGCTTTT TGGATT TGGACCTGGGCTTACAGTT
RKASAKEGLGTTOGEGTLE V G GIEGaRaeT v 379
GAGACTGTTGTCCTCCACAGTGT TGCTGCTTAGTGGGT TGGTCT TCTACTGIGGGT TTGAAGTACTAAATTGGT TATATGTTTGITGGGA
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Fig.1 Conserved domains in LrCHS]1 of L. ruthenicum
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7 : A. Bb: Brun felsia brasiliensis (AEW12813.1); Ca:Capsicum annuum (XP_016566084.1); Cc:Camellia chekiangoleosa (ADW11243. 1)
Ic: Iochroma cyaneum (A1Y22756.1); Lb:Lycium barbarum (AFM29141.1); Na: Nicotiana alata (ACS12837.1); Nb: Nicotiana benthami-
ana (ABN80439. 1); Nn: Nelumbo nucifera (ADD74168. 1); Ns: Nicotiana sylvestris (XP_009764938. 1); Nt: Nicotiana tomentosi formis
(NP_001306791. 1); Ph: Petunia x hybrida (BAMI17287. 1); Sl: Solanum lycopersicumm (NP _001234033. 2); Sm: Solanum melongena
(ANNO02870. 1) 3 Sp:Solanum pennellii (XP_015088482. 1); Spi: Solanum pinnatisectum (AAX63402. 1); St: Solanum tuberosum (NP _
001275352, 1).
B. Ag:Apium graveolens (AGM46640. 1) ; Bb: Brun felsia brasiliensis (AEV53926.1); Ca:Capsicum annuum (ACN60401.1); Cn:Camellia
nitidissima (ADZ28513.1); El:Erythranthe lewisii (AHJ80977.1); Ib:Ipomoea batatas (BAA90334. 1) ; Lj:Lonicera japonica (AGE10599. 1)
Oe:Olea europaea ( AHI86005. 1); Of: Osmanthus fragrans (ALL27265. 1); Pa: Prunus avium (AJO67975. 1); Pg: Punica granatum
(AHZ97871. 1) 5 Pp: Pyrus pyrifolia (ADP09377.1); Ra:Ribes aureum (CEL26666.1); Rn:Ribes nigrum (CEL26667.1); Sb:Scutellaria
baicalensis (AMW91737.1); Sm:Solanum melongena (ANNO02871.1).
C. Aa:Acnistus arborescens (AMQ48661. 1); Ds: Dunalia spathulata (AMQ48670. 1); la: Iochroma australe (AMQ48652. 1); Ic: lochroma
corni folium (AMQ48654. 1) ; Te: lochroma edule ( AMQ48656. 1); lg: lochroma grandiflorum (AMQ48666. 1); Ip: lochroma parvifolium
(AMQ48660. 1); Is: Iochroma squamosum ( AMQ48667. 1); It: Iochroma tupayachianum ( AMQ48653. 1); Tu: lochroma umbellatum
(AMQ48657. 1) Le:Lycium chinense (AID50182. 1) ;3 Sm:Solanum melongena (ANNO02873.1); Sq:Saracha quitensis (AMQ48665.1); Vb:
Vassobia brevi flora (AMQ48662. 1); Vd:Vassobia dichotoma (AMQ48655.1).
D. Aa:Ageratina adenophora (ABM46853. 1) ; Ba:Bidens aurea (AC0O35753. 1) ; Ci:Cichorium intybus (ACN65825. 1) ; Cs:Camellia sinensis
(AKM12329. 1); Ee:Eustoma exaltatum (BAP94456.1); Ic: lochroma cyaneum (AIY22749.1); Lb:Lycium barbarum (AGT55836.1); Ng:
Nekemias grossedentata (AGO02167.1); Ph: Pelargonium x hortorum (AAG49315.1); Pl: Paeonia lacti flora (AFI171898. 1); Po: Pilosella
of ficinarum (ABC47161.1); Ps:Paeonia suf fruticosa (AEN71546.1); Rn:Ribes nigrum (AGI16386.1); Va:Vaccinium ashei (BAO58432.1);
Vam:Vitis amurensis (ACN38268.1); Vv.Vitis vini fera (BAE47005.1).
E. Ca:Capsicum annuum (XP_016548923. 1) ; la: Iochroma australe (AMQ48652. 1); Ic: Iochroma calycinum (AIY22750.1); Lb:Lycium
barbarum (AGT57962.1); Lra:Lycianthes rantonnei (AAG49300. 1); Nt: Nicotiana tomentosi formis (XP_009619846. 1) ; Pa: Petunia axil-
laris (BAF34558. 1); Pb: Petunia bonjardinensis (BAF34561. 1); Pe: Petunia exserta (BAF34566. 1); Pg: Petunia guarapuavensis
(BAF34567. 1) ; Ph: Petunia x hybrida (ABN42195.1); Pi: Petunia integrifolia (BAF34563.1); Pl: Petunia littoralis (BAF34569.1); Po.
Petunia occidentalis (BAF34571.1); Pr:Petunia reitzii (BAF34572.1); Ps: Petunia scheideana (BAF34575. 1).
F. Ca:Capsicum annuum (NP_001311706. 1) ; Db: Dunalia brachyacantha (AF0O59586. 1) ; Ds: Dunalia solanacea (AF059587.1); Ib:Iochro-
ma baumii (AFO59584. 1); Ic: Iochroma calycinum (AFO59581. 1); If: Iochroma fuchsioides (AFO59582. 1); Ig: lochroma gesnerioides
(ADVO03180. 1) ; Il: Iochroma loxense (AF059579. 1) ; Ip:Iochroma parvi folium (AF059585. 1) ; Tu:Iochroma umbellatum (AFO59589. 1) ;
Lb: Lycium barbarum (AEQ04697.1); Nb: Nicotiana benthamiana (ABN80438. 1) ; Nl: Nicotiana langsdorffii (ACS12835.1); Sm:Solanum
melongena (ANNO02872. 1) ; Spi:Solanum pinnatisectum (AAX63400.1); Sp:Solanum pennellii (XP_015065765. 1) ; St:Solanum tuberosum
(NP_001274988. 1).
G. Cs:Citrus sinensis (NP_001275784.1); Fe:Fagopyrum esculentum (ADT63066.1); Ge:Gypsophila elegans (AAP13054. 1) ; Ia: Ipomoea
alba (AAP82018.1); Ib:Ipomoea batatas (ADE08370.1); Ic:Iochroma cyaneum (AIY22762.1); Tho:Ipomoea horsfalliae (ACS71531. 1) ;
Th: Ipomoea hederacea (AAP82029. 1); In: Ipomoea nil (BAB71806. 1); Ip: Ipomoea purpurea (ABW69684. 1); Nt: Nicotiana tabacum
(AFM52335. 1) ;3 Rr:Rosa rugosa (AKT74337.1); Sc:Solanum cardiophyllum (AEJ90546.1); Sm:Solanum melongena (ACJ02088.1); St:
Solanum tuberosum (AEJ90548. 1) ; Tc: Theobroma cacao (ADD51356. 1).
¥ :A:LrCHS1; B:LrCHI; C:LrF3H; D:LrF3'H; E:LrF3'5'H; F:LrDFR; G:LrANS
2 BRMRUESEEVABXEERNRGHLN
Fig. 2 Phylogenetic tree of the key genes associated with anthocyanin biosynthesis in L. ruthenicum
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TAAAGATTTTATGTCCGAATTCATGAAAATCGAGAAGT TTGACT TTTGAAATTTGGACTGTGTCCCATAAATTGGGACACGAGATTATTT
TAACTTTTTTTTTAATTGTGGGGCTAATT TGATGT TTGTAGGGCATAGAGGTTTGGATATTGGAGGTAAAT TTGTGAAGTTCACTGCTAT
MFVGHRGLTDTIGGKTFVEKFTAI
TGGTGTGTACTTGGAAGAGAGTGCTGTTCCTT TTCTTGCCACTAAATGGAAAGGGAAAAGCTCTGAGGAGT TGACCAATTCAGTTGAATT
G VYLEESAVPFLATIE KWEIKGEKSG SEELTNSVETF
CTTCAGGGATATTGTTACAGGTCCCT TCGAGAAATTCACTCGAGTGACTATGATCT TGCCCT TGACGGGTAAGCAATACTCCGAGAAGGT
FRDIVTGPFEKTFTRVTITMTILPLTG GZEKA® QY SETE KYV
GGCAGAAAATTGTGTTGCCCATTGGAAAGCAATAGGAACCTATGGTGATGCAGAAAGTCAGGCCATTGAAAAGT TCCTCAATGTTTTCCA
A ENCVAHWEKAIGTYOGDAES SQATIETZ KTFLNVFAQ
GAGTGAAACCTTCCCACCTGGTGCCTCCATCCTTTTTACTCAATCACCACTTGGGT CATTAACGATTAGCT TCACTAAAGATGATTCAAT
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TCCTGACACTGGGAATGCTGTTATAGAGAACAAACAATTGTCAGAAGCAGTGCTGGAATCCATAATTGGCAAGCACGGAGTTTCCCCTGC
PDTGNAVIENEKA QLS SEAVLEIBSIIINGK HGV SPA
TGCCAAGTGTAGTCTCGCGGAAAGACTATCAGAGCTGT TTGAAAAGAGCAACGCTGAGGCGTCTGTTTGCAAAAAAACCAGAAATTGAGC

4 EREMRKEL-CHI ERNRTFES

Fig. 4 Conserved domains in LrCHTI of L. ruthenicum

Protein 3D structure prediction of the key genes associated with anthocyanin biosynthesis in L. ruthenicum
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Fig.5 Conserved domains in LrF3H of L. ruthenicum

0091 TTCATTCTCAGTTTATTTTTCCGTAAACGTTATCCATTGCCACTACCTCCAGGTCCAAAACCTTGGCCAATAATCGGAAACATAGTCCAT
FILSLFFREKRYPLPLPPGPIEKPTWPTITIOGNTIVH 48
1261 AATGAATGGGCTGATCCACTTGAGTTTAGGCCTGAAAGGTTCTTGCCTGGAGGTGAGAAGCCCAAAGT TGATGTGAAAGGAAATGACTTT
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1351 GAAGTAATTCCATTTGGTGCTGGGCGTAGAATATGTGCTGGAATGAGTTTGGGGATACGAATGGTCCAGTTGATGACTGCAACTTTAATT
EVIPFGAGRRTICAGMS SILGIRMYQLMTATTILTI 468
1441 CATTCATTTAACTGGAATTTGCCCAGTGGACAATTGCCAGAGAAACTAAACATGGAGGAAGCATTTGGGCTGACCTTACAACGGGCTGAT

6 BR#IEL-FIHEBNRTF

Fig. 6 Conserved domains in LrF3'H of L. ruthenicum
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Fig. 7 Conserved domains in LrF3'5'H of L. ruthenicum
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Fig.8 Conserved domains in LrDFR of L. ruthenicum
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7 M. Marker; 1. LrCHS1; 2. LyrCHI; 3. LrF3H; 4. LrF3'H;
5.LrF3'5'H; 6. LrDFR; 7. LrANS,
B10 ERMEEEEREYERXERRER PCR i1

Fig. 10 PCR amplification of the key genes associated with

anthocyanin biosynthesis in L. ruthenicum
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